lmmanuel Christian Reformed Church
December 23, 2018
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We’re glad that you joined us today, and we pray that you will encounter God through prayer, worship, and his word.
Guest mailboxes are located after the alphabetical list of members.  Please pick up this information if you would like details on Immanuel’s ministries.  
This morning Pastor Swieringa will continue the Advent series, Sing a New Song.
Offerings:  General Fund & Benevolent Fund
This evening our focus will be on Luke 2:8-20 with a monologue:  A Shepherd Remembers.
Offering:  FARM INC

(Feeding And Reaching Many In the Name of Christ)

NURSERY

Today: 

  8:45AM
Carrie Lems, Sara Geers

11:00AM
Evamarie Eggebeen, Alexis Hoogeboom,




William Eggebeen, Kaylee Vander Veen

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.

Christmas Eve:


  5:30PM
Paige Mokma, Lori Dykstra,




Abby Dykstra, Addison Kamminga

Next Sunday:


  8:45AM
Sharon Nesky, Jessie Gulker

11:00AM
Ruth Pohler, Holly Bayle,




Cody Hoogeboom, Micah Bayle

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Today:
Meeting the Christ Child
11:00AM
Cyndy Hoogeboom, Abbi Postma
Children’s Worship will resume on January 6.
MEETINGS TODAY


No Education – resumes January 6, 2019
2:45PM

Christmas Caroling – meet at church

THIS WEEK

MONDAY

DECEMBER 24

5:30PM


Christmas Eve Worship

Luke 2:8-12  Jesus – the Love Song of All!
NEXT SUNDAY – DECEMBER 30, 2018
8:45 & 11:00AM

Pastor Tom Swieringa

It’s About Time . . . so, WHAT’S HOLDING YOU BACK?
Romans 13:8-12
Offerings: General Fund & Legacy Fund – Chr Education
5:30PM

Pastor Tom Swieringa
Celebrating 2018

Offering:  Hudsonville Christian School
THE LAURELS OF HUDSONVILLE – 9:00AM
Elder Jim Schut
Huberts, Koetsier, Kremers families
MEETINGS – DECEMBER 30
No Education – resumes January 6, 2019
THANKSGIVING
Thank you, Immanuel family, for all the Christmas cards that were placed in Christmas bags & delivered by our young people!  The recipients want you to know that they are so thankful and grateful for being remembered during the holidays.  This gesture helps bring cheer to those who can no longer regularly attend services.  Thank you, again, for your thoughtfulness!
Thank you so much for all of your donations for the Kids Hope Christmas gift bags!  Every item that we needed was donated - what a blessing!  The kids were thrilled to receive their gift this past week.  Pray for all of the Kids Hope students to have a good Christmas break.
PRAYER REQUESTS

Laurie Kooienga returned home again following a stem cell transplant.  We pray for regained strength and a durable remission state.
Pete Van Rijs received the good news of a clear scan this past week and we pray for continued cancer remission.
Les Knot – immunotherapy

Joe Lems – severe back pain
Sharon Ondersma – M.S.
Claus Steenwyk – chemotherapy treatment

Council Members

Please keep our council members in your prayers during this time of transition.

Military

Major Ron Thenn – Army (Hawaii)
WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

SUNDAY

Remember in prayer and with a card this week:  

Adaline Lems, Clara Timmer
MONDAY

Pray for God’s strength to be with the many persecuted Christians in Moldova.
TUESDAY

Pray for God’s blessing and protection this week on our Youth Director/Young Life Church Partner, Kyle Roskamp.
WEDNESDAY

Pray for Jennifer Kragt and her work with FUEL Uganda.
THURSDAY
Pray for these young adults and remember them with a note or card:  Chase Heemstra, Andrew Heun, Sarah Hoekwater
FRIDAY

Pray for God’s blessing on our Youth Ministries.

SATURDAY

Ask God to bless the civil and church leaders of our city and the residents of your street.

Denominational Prayer Line:  1-888-CRC-PRAY

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Caroling

Join us for Christmas caroling around Hudsonville, this afternoon at 3PM.  Meet at church at 2:45PM.  Questions?  Please call Mari Schut (893-2181).

Christmas Eve Worship
Our Christmas service will be celebrated tomorrow, Christmas Eve, at 5:30PM with the focus, “JESUS - The LOVE SONG of all! (Luke 2:8-12)
Celebrating 2018 is the focus of our worship service next week Sunday evening, December 30.
There will be a time of sharing our testimonies of God’s goodness, His faithfulness, as well as some testimony of what we hear God saying to us as individuals and as a church as we step into a New Year.
Sharing may be as simple as reading a Bible passage that came alive for you this past year.  Or, you may feel led to share a specific way that you experienced a nudge of the Holy Spirit and stepped into a moment that only He could orchestrate in all of His goodness and with all of His power.  The above will be integrated with times of prayer and singing.
Come and be blessed as you share and listen to other’s share God’s goodness and faithfulness . . . NO MATTER WHAT!
Pastor Search Committee Mailbox
The Pastor Search Committee has a mailbox at the end of the member mailboxes (far right, alphabetical) with forms for pastor recommendations.  This is a very informal request at this time, and the committee will be looking to gather more specific information in the coming months.  If there is a pastor you would like to recommend, please take the form from the mailbox, fill it out, and put it back in the same mailbox.  Thank you,

    The Pastor Search Committee

Elective Teachers Needed

It's that time of year again!  Electives for our 6th-12th grades will be starting up in January and running for 6 weeks and I need some teachers.
Please consider touching the lives of the youth in our church during that time.  Contact me if you are willing to help out.
Lisa Vander Veen (danlisaveen@gmail.com)

You Could be the One!

We are in need of at least one more mentor for Kids Hope.  A kindergarten boy has been on our waiting list for a couple months and he needs a special friend.  Mentoring only takes one hour a week during the school day.  What a great way to start the new year -- come and shine the light of Jesus at Park Elementary!

Volunteer Drivers
We are looking for several volunteers to help Margaret Teune attend the 11AM & 5:30PM services and brought back home again afterward.  If you would like to help out, please contact Nathan Den Hartigh (340-3030) or Paul Hoekwater (403-1886).
Hand2Hand
For the month of December, we are collecting:

· Complete pancake mix & syrup

· Jelly (plastic jars)
You may place your donations in the cart in the FLC foyer.

FINANCIAL UPDATES
December 16, 2018

General Fund


$24,460
Short-Term Missions

    1,292
FARM INC



       266

General Fund Year-to-Date

Received
       $307,403
Budget goal

  305,657
Over (Under)

      1,746
Budget received – 101%
Fiscal year – July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019
To fulfill our General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $12,226 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
December Corners Offering – Women at Risk
Contributions to Immanuel can be made in four ways:

· Weekly offerings during our worship service

· Online giving through PayPal

· Auto-giving through your bank
· Mailing a check to the church address
REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Hudsonville Christian School 100th Anniversary Commemorative Book is now available.  This is a full-color, 10x10 book of approximately 250 pages that tells the story of HCS in pictures, articles and memories from former students and staff, from our beginnings in 1917 to the celebrations we had last year for our 100th anniversary.  The book is priced at $20.00.  They are available for purchase at both the HCS elementary and middle school offices.  Office hours are from 8AM – 4PM.

Books are also available in Immanuel’s office – please contact a staff person during the week to purchase.
12th Avenue CRC Closing Worship Service
December 30, 2018, 9:30AM

Family and friends of 12th Avenue CRC are warmly invited to attend our closing worship service. This closing service will celebrate the 64 years of ministry of 12th Avenue Christian Reformed Church. Former organists Dr. Larry Visser and Dr. Chris Dekker will play. Organists Trish Brummel and Idelle Wagner will play together on the congregational hymns. Charter member Esther Rozeveld and Pastor Dan Wolters will share testimonies. Former Pastor Laryn Zoerhof will share a letter of greeting. Pastor Jim Evenhouse will serve as the liturgist. Pastor Mark Bennink will share a message from Jeremiah 29:11 on "God's Plans for Us." A PowerPoint highlighting the story of 12th Avenue Church will be shared. The Choir will sing an anthem. Choir and congregation will close the service with the "Hallelujah Chorus." After the service, family and friends are invited to a church potluck that will be held in the basement fellowship room. We praise the Lord for the blessing and heritage of 12th Avenue Church.
The Voices of Victory will be holding their annual Old Year’s concert on Monday evening, December 31. Please note this year's concert location - the concert will be held at Grandville's First Reformed Church - 3060 Wilson Ave., Grandville, MI 49418 (across the street to the east of the Grandville Public Library). As in previous years, you are invited to come and go as you please at any time between 8 and 11 PM. Refreshments will be served. A freewill offering will be taken for Georgetown Harmony Homes. Join the Voices of Victory and their guests, the Sacred Harmonies quartet, and participate in joyful audience singing throughout the evening!
Love In the Name of Christ Opportunities

· We'd love to have you as a mentor and friend for our Life Skills program participants.  If you are interested and feel called to influence those in your community, we'd love for you to learn more at our information night on Thursday, January 24, from 6-8PM at Love In The Name Of Christ.  Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127.
· Outback Warehouse in the Electronic Department.
If you have a talent of repairing computers, we would love for you to be a part of this ministry. 

*Flexible days and hours

Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127.
· Operations Director for Love INC
Love In the Name of Christ SE Ottawa County & the City of Grandville is seeking a Director of Ministry Operations for our Hudsonville campus.  This vital role provides leadership and oversight to day-to-day operations of the ministry.  Responsible for maintenance of the ministry buildings including two resale stores, grounds and equipment.  Ensures the performance, productivity and efficiency of the ministry through the provision of effective methods and strategies.  Strong volunteer leadership acumen is required.  Come join a growing and dynamic ministry team! [image: image1.png]



