lmmanuel Christian Reformed Church
March 3, 2019
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We’re glad that you joined us today, and we pray that you will encounter God through prayer, worship, and his word.
Guest mailboxes are located after the alphabetical list of members.  Please pick up this information if you would like details on Immanuel’s ministries.  
This morning Pastor Tom Swieringa will continue a series of messages, No Shrinking Thinking.
Offerings:  General Fund & Building Fund
This evening Pastor Swieringa will focus on Philippians 4:10-23, Finish Line – God’s Promise to Meet Your Needs.
Offering:  Holland Rescue Mission
NURSERY

Today: 

  8:45AM
Mary Jane Geers, Annabeth Eggebeen

11:00AM
Lori Dykstra, Curt Hoogeboom,




Abby Dykstra, Analiese Vredevoogd

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.

Next Sunday:


  8:45AM
Lindsey Heuker, Jessie Gulker

11:00AM
Anna De Young, Melissa Steen,




Jordan Steen, Alyssa Ridder

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Today:  

11:00AM
Ruth Pohler, Jessie Gulker
Next Sunday:


11:00AM
Cathy Dykstra, Monica Hoogeboom
MEETINGS TODAY


10:00AM

Inter-Generational Sunday School - FLC

  6:30PM

Crossroads

THIS WEEK

TUESDAY


MARCH 5


9:00AM



Women’s Bible Study
WEDNESDAY

MARCH 6

6:15PM



Cadets – Pinewood Derby Car







Check-in


6:30PM



GEMS
THURSDAY


MARCH 7


7:00PM



Knitting Ministry
FRIDAY



MARCH 8







Cadet Father/Son Campout
NEXT SUNDAY – MARCH 10, 2019
8:45 & 11:00AM

Pastor Tom Swieringa
Lenten series

Lord’s Supper Celebration

Offerings: General Fund & Level 3 Tuition Assistance
5:30PM

GEMS Sunday
Guest Pastor Doug Fauble

Offering:  GEMS Girls Clubs
THE LAURELS OF HUDSONVILLE – 9:00AM
Elder Doug Dykema
Thompson, Vander Ploeg families
MEETINGS – MARCH 10

10:00AM

Education

12:30PM

Congregational Potluck - FLC

 6:30-8:15PM

E.T.

  7:00PM

Reparando movie
THANKSGIVING
A Big Thank You!

Thank you for all of your support and donations for the Kids Hope family carnival!  We had a wonderful night with our Kids Hope families and they went home with a lot of candy and treats.  We received so many thanks and compliments from the families and many said how their kids look forward to this event every year.  A special thank you to the 20+ people who volunteered their time to help set up, serve the food and run the games!  God worked through you to make it an amazing night.

PRAYER REQUESTS

We express our sympathy to Stephanie & Jason Lanenga and Marcia Gemmen in the death of Stephanie’s grandmother and Marcia’s aunt, Sally Kuyers, on February 23.
Pray for healing for Curt Hoogeboom as he broke his clavicle last week.  Pray for God’s guidance for the doctor to determine if further treatment is needed.
Les Knot received antibiotics for an infection & expected to be transferred to Mary Free Bed for rehabilitation.  Pray for regained strength for Les.
Sharon Ondersma is at The Laurels of Hudsonville for rehab due to a broken heel.  Pray for healing & a good recovery.
Art Postmus was scheduled for a procedure this past week to drain fluid from a cyst that was applying pressure to his brain.  We pray that this procedure was a success.
Laurie Kooienga – stem cell transplant recovery

Joe Lems – severe back pain
Claus Steenwyk – chemotherapy treatment

Pete Van Rijs – durable cancer remission

Ron Rozema is on a short-term mission trip to Liberia.  Pray for safe travel, good health, and that God’s love would be reflected in his work.
Council Members

Please keep our council members in your prayers during this time of transition.

Military

Major Ron Thenn – Army (Hawaii)
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lent and Communion
Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Lent.  Pastor Tom will begin a series of messages on Sunday mornings during the seven weeks of Lent based on the sayings of Jesus in the Gospel of John where He describes Himself as “I Am.”  Week one focuses on Jesus’ word “I am the Bread of Life.”  You can read about what He has to say about Himself in John 6:25-59.
We will also step into the season of Lent by celebrating communion at next week’s morning services.  You are encouraged to set aside some time in prayer (and life) in preparation for communion by reflecting on and examining your faith, your hope, and your love for both God and for your neighbors, as well as the love you have in your identity as a child of God.
Remember the invitation of Jesus as you do so:  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30
Congregational Survey
The Pastor Search Team would like to collect your feedback as they continue to prayerfully navigate through the process of calling a new pastor.  Please go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XTJCFVR to complete the online survey.
We would like to hear individually from every member of your family and are hoping for 100% participation from the congregation by next Sunday, March 10.  The survey will take about 20-30 minutes to complete, so please plan accordingly.
If you would prefer a printed copy of the survey to fill out, please contact Lynnea in the church office, and she will get one to you.

Funeral Lunch Servers Needed
Additional servers are needed to help with funeral lunches.  Men, women - high school age and older are welcome to help out.  

Please contact Mary De Graaf (209-2495, marydegraaf@att.net) or the church office (669-9725, office@immanuelcrc.com) if you are willing to help out and include when you are available – daytime, evenings, Saturdays.  Please contact us even if you’re currently on the existing list.  

Thank you for providing this valuable service for our members.

Lost Ring

A “mother’s” ring with 5 birthstones was lost at church.  If you happen to find it in the church building or parking lot, please contact the church office.  Thank you!

Hand2Hand

For the month of March, we will be collecting:

Penne noodles

Cream of chicken soup – small cans
Jiffy cornbread mix

You may place your donations in the cart in the FLC foyer.  Thank you for helping us feed the children!

GEMS News

We are closing out our GEMS year with two regular meetings (March 6 & 20) and GEMS Sunday (March 10).
We have had another great year with the girls!  As we look to the fall, we need more help -- specifically we need craft leader/helpers and counselors.  Anyone middle school age and up can help!  We are to the point that if we do not get any more volunteers, we will not have a Gems program.  Contact Evamarie Eggebeen or Michelle Gulker to get more information about being a part of GEMS.

Reparando – March 10
Join our Guatemala Vision Trip Team in a viewing of the movie Reparando.  It is a 70-minute movie featuring many of the people the team will have the privilege to partner with to build relationships to further the Kingdom.

The show will start at 7PM in the Adult Ed Room or sanctuary, depending on response and required space.

Congregational Potluck

Join us for a potluck next Sunday, March 10, at 12:30PM in the FLC.  Last names starting with A-M please bring a salad/dessert; N-Z a hot dish.
If you are able to bring extra or make your dishes larger, it would be appreciated so we can accommodate visitors.
Guatemala Vision Trip Update
When:  July 30 - August 9, 2019

Where:  Guatemala City, Guatemala

Who:  Multi-Generational

What:  A vision trip through Global Faith Network & Joel Van Dyke

There are still a few spots available for the trip!  If God is calling you to this life-changing trip, please contact Judi Van Dyke or Mari Schut.
Pastor Search Team Mailbox
The Pastor Search Team has a mailbox at the end of the member mailboxes (far right, alphabetical) with forms for pastor recommendations.  This is a very informal request at this time, and the committee will be looking to gather more specific information in the coming months.
If there is a pastor you would like to recommend, please take a form from the mailbox, fill it out, and put it back in the manila folder in the same mailbox.
Thank you, The Pastor Search Team

Christian Education Assistance Program (CEAP) Enrollment - forms due March 17
For those families with children attending Christian day school (K - 12) Immanuel will provide some tuition assistance to all families that choose to enroll their children in the CEAP.  Additional levels of assistance are available from Immanuel, if needed.  Forms will be placed in church mailboxes for all families that participated last year.  Please place completed forms in Rob Vis's mailbox by March 17.  If you have any questions regarding this program, or have not received a form, please contact Rob Vis (616) 291-1808 or rob@celebritybuildersllc.com.

Tuition Assistance Program
For the upcoming school year, families who wish to apply for Level 2 tuition assistance from Immanuel will need to use the FACTS application format online via a confidential web site at www.FACTStuitionaid.com
The required application information is easily accessible data from the 2018 tax return along with other basic information.  Copies of confirming tax documents will be required to be sent to the FACTS center.  The $30 application fee will be paid by the schools.  Parents who have children in more than one participating school need only to fill out the application one time--the information will be available to the schools where their children attend and to Immanuel CRC.

The FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant.  Through FACTS Immanuel CRC and participating schools have the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon factual information the families provide in the application.  While the schools and Immanuel CRC will use the same information, the schools will distribute their funds after they know how much assistance Immanuel CRC will provide.

Please contact FACTS at (866) 315-9262 with any questions.  The deadline for submitting this application is March 17, 2019.  You may also contact Rob Vis (616) 291-1808 with questions.

FINANCIAL UPDATES
February 24, 2019
General Fund

$8,500
Benevolent Fund

     980
General Fund Year-to-Date

Received
       $418,750
Budget goal

  427,919
Over (Under)

     (9,169)
Budget received – 98%
Fiscal year – July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019
To fulfill our General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $12,226 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
March Corners Offering – Hand2Hand
Contributions to Immanuel can be made in four ways:

· Weekly offerings during our worship service

· Online giving through PayPal

· Auto-giving through your bank
· Mailing a check to the church address
WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

SUNDAY

Remember in prayer and with a card this week:  

Clara Timmer, Arie Verkaik

MONDAY

Pray for God’s strength to be with the many persecuted Christians in Serbia-Montenegro.
TUESDAY

Pray for God’s blessing and protection this week on our Youth Director/Young Life Church Partner, Kyle Roskamp.

WEDNESDAY

Pray for Michele Vander Steeg as she ministers to people around the world.

THURSDAY
Pray for these young adults and remember them with a note or card:  Mackenna Nesky, Leah Taylor, Trevor Vedders
FRIDAY

Pray for God’s blessing on our Youth Ministries.
SATURDAY

Ask God to bless the civil and church leaders of our city and the residents of your street.

Denominational Prayer Line:  1-888-CRC-PRAY

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
Unity Christian High School welcomes parents of all ages to join us on Thursday, March 14, from 7–8:30PM at Unity Christian for a special presentation “Growing Up in the Digital Age:  Raising Generation Z.”
Dan Landstra, Unity’s Director for Spiritual Life and Leadership, will give a “front row” look at the world of Gen Z by creating a greater understanding of the most pressing issues teenagers confront, providing tools and resources for better parental awareness, and why, more than ever, adults matter in the lives of teenagers.  Dan Landstra travels the Midwest equipping both adults and students; bringing awareness, creating understanding, and teaching discernment to live as agents of change and transformation.
Revive
Don’t miss the big re-opening this Tuesday, March 5, at 10AM, and be the first to shop spring clothing, shoes, accessories, home goods, furniture, floral arrangements, and more!
The Hudsonville Christian School 8th graders will be presenting the play, Lucky Hudson and the 12th Street Gang by Tim Kelly on March 14 and 15 at 7PM and on March 16 at 2PM in the middle school south gym. A comedy in which a young crime writer discovers danger and excitement as he lives the 'rough, raw world of the gangster’. Ticket prices are $4.00 each.  All seats are reserved. Go to www.hudsonvillechristian.org for a ticket order form and ordering information or call the middle school office at 669-7487.
Blood Drive

Please help replenish the blood supply by giving blood on Friday, March 15, at the Hillcrest C.R.C.  You may call 1-800-RED-CROSS for an appointment or walk in between 11:30 AM and 5:15 PM.  A donor card or driver's license is required for I.D.  Donors must be 17 years old or older and weigh at least 110 lbs. It is recommended to be well-hydrated and to eat a meal four hours before giving blood.  Michigan law permits 16-year-olds to give with written parental consent.  Certain height and weight restrictions apply. 
Love INC Opportunities

· Our food pantry impacts 56-70 families each week. Each household is blessed with food and non-food donations from this community.  Currently we have a shortage of non-food products. See our critical needs list below:

Mouthwash


All Purpose Cleaner
Shampoo



Glass Cleaner

Conditioner


Toilet Bowl Cleaner

Lotion



Paper Towel
Dish Soap


Plastic Wrap
Dishwasher Soap

Aluminum Foil
Laundry Soap


Sandwich bags
Bleach



Toilet Paper
We are thankful for your consideration!!  Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127 with questions.  Donations can be dropped off at our food pantry which is located in the back of our "office" building. 

· Resale Customer Service Volunteers
Are you a people-person? Do you have the gift of hospitality? We'd love to have you use your gifts as a resale volunteer.  Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127 for more details, to set up a tour of our campus and ask questions.
· Love INC is now accepting resumes and applications for three available positions:  Food Pantry Coordinator (part-time), Relational Ministry Coordinator (part-time), and Call Center Coordinator (full-time).  Visit our website at Loveinthenameofchrist.org where we have more information and the application listed (click on our blog tab and each specific position's post).  Please email your resume and application (word doc on blog posts) to Carly Young carlyy@loveinthenameofchrist.org. 
· Save the date for Love INC's free fashion show on Tuesday, April 30. Grab your free tickets on our Facebook event or website at www.loveinthenameofchrist.org.
It will be a great night with friends, supporting local businesses in your community and learning more about our resale ministry.  The event will take place from 6-8PM at Evergreen Ministries. 
Georgetown Harmony Homes is now accepting applications for part-time Resident Care Assistants to work with amazing adults with developmental disabilities in our 6-bed homes in Jenison/Hudsonville. We are seeking individuals with strong Christian beliefs and values who have a heart for disability ministry.  You must have completed high school and be at least 18 years of age. Training provided.  Competitive wages provided.  Email aopperwall@georgetownharmonyhomes.org to apply.
Autism & Sensory Family Support Group

Did you know about Fairway Church's ministry for those with a child on the autism spectrum or with a sensory disorder?  We are the Autism and Sensory Family Support Group, and we meet on the 1st Thursday of every month at 7PM in the Youth Room at Fairway Christian Reformed Church (1165 – 44th Street, Jenison).  Everyone is welcome!  Our next meeting is March 7.  Contact Kathy Boeve at autism-sensory@fairwaycrc.org with questions.
Borculo Christian School Spring and Summer Kid's Toy and Clothing Sale is being held on Saturday, March 9, 2019 from 9 - noon at the school - 6830 96th Ave, Zeeland.  If you are interested in being a seller, please contact us at bcsclothingsale@borculochrschool.org for more information.  Hope to see you there!

Women of all Ages

Please join us in spending a day with Sharon Garlough Brown author of the Sensible Shoes book series.  Her topic will be Breathe:  Finding Rest For Your Soul.  Come away for a day to slow down and practice disciplines that help us keep in step with the unhurried rhythm of Jesus.
We will meet at Ridgewood CRC (1571 Baldwin Street, Jenison) on April 27.  Doors open at 8:30 AM with the retreat from 9 AM-3:00 PM.  Cost is $15.00 which includes snack and lunch.  Advance registration required.  Contact:  Vicki at vickistreek@yahoo.com  (616) 457-9405 or Deb at mikevmde@gmail.com  (616) 669-1252 for more information.

Alive Ministries (263 Church Street, Jenison, MI) is hosting two family events in March: "Protect Young Eyes" & "Circle of Grace". Through these two events, the hope is to equip children and families as they walk through life together in this day of technology and fading boundaries.
· Friday, March 8 at 6:30 PM:  PROTECT YOUNG EYES - this is a well-respected organization that helps you to protect yourself and your kids from harmful content on the internet and social media and learn how to react to potential crisis. Kids will learn similar theme through the book “The Squire and the Scroll”.
· Friday, March 22 at 6:30 PM:  CIRCLE OF GRACE is a safe church program designed to help you learn what it means for your kids to have healthy relationships and physical boundaries. Kids will learn similar themes through the book “The Princess and the Kiss”.
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