Immanuel Christian Reformed Church
December 22, 2013
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We’re glad that you joined us today, and we pray that you will experience a meaningful time of worship with us.
Guest mailboxes are located in the south entrance after the alphabetical list of members.  Please pick up this information if you would like details on Immanuel’s ministries.

This morning Pastor Bob will continue with the Advent series, First Christmas – Stories from the Birth of Christ with the focus on Joseph.  We will also prepare to celebrate the Lord’s Supper next Sunday evening at our Ebenezer service.
Offerings:  General Fund & Benevolent Fund
This evening please join us in the FLC for our Encounter Worship.  The Fellowship Cookie Exchange will follow.
Offering:  Holland Rescue Mission
NURSERY

Today: 
      8:45AM  Sherri & Mason Vedders
    11:00AM
(Infant)
Amy Wigger, Katelyn Vander Ploeg

           (Toddler)
Karla Veldink, Elizabeth Bovard,
Jenna Bosma, Spencer Ymker,
Emily Wolters

5:30PM
Ruth Pohler, Alexis Hoogeboom
Christmas Day:

     9:30AM
Kristin Van Solkema, Anna De Young,




Jennifer & Nicole Le Febre, Brevin De Boer,




Krista Herweyer
Next Sunday:

      8:45AM  
Tammy Victory, Luke Dykstra
    11:00AM
(Infant)
Katie Bonner, Aleah Heemstra

            (Toddler)
Mary Verkaik, Mike Wigger,





Samantha Bosma, Joshua Ridder,





Joey Huisman

5:30PM
Denise & Ben Hoekwater
Children’s Worship will resume on January 5.
MEETINGS TODAY




No Education Hour

     10:00AM

Cal & Jamie Hofland – FLC

3:00PM

Encounter practice

6:30PM

Fellowship Cookie Exchange – FLC

THIS WEEK

WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 25

9:30AM



Christmas Day worship






First Christmas:  The Shepherds






Luke 2:1-7
NEXT SUNDAY – DECEMBER 29, 2013
8:45 & 11AM:
Seminarian Shelby Gemmen

First Christmas – The Wisemen
Matthew 2
Offerings:  General Fund & Legacy Fund
5:30PM:

Ebenezer Worship



Lord’s Supper Celebration
Offering:  Degagé Ministry
THE LAURELS OF HUDSONVILLE – 9:00AM

Elder John Wolters
Brian Wigger, Ymker, Albers families
NO MEETINGS - DECEMBER 29
PRAYER REQUESTS

Clara Timmer has transferred to Royal Atrium Inn in Zeeland.  Continue to pray for good health and strength.

Del De Kleine – health difficulties
Joe Lems – severe back pain
Sharon Ondersma – M.S.

Pete Van Rijs – durable cancer remission
Riley Westerhuis – hospice care
(Rozema’s great-niece) 

Brian Wigger – medication to shrink tumor

Capt Ron Thenn – Army
Stephan Thenn – Marines
OPPORTUNITIES

Circle Letter B – New Members Class
Are you interested in finding out more information about becoming a professing Immanuel member?  This 90-minute course, led by Pastor Bob, will familiarize you with the history of Immanuel church, current ministry opportunities, membership requirements and areas for service.  This course is designed both for individuals interested in membership and current members interested in making public their profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  A class will be available on Sunday, January 12, at 3:00PM.  If you are interested in attending, please circle Letter B in the Friendship Folder.
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Crossroads Christmas Card Delivery

The Crossroads will be delivering Christmas cards this afternoon.  You may add your cards to the Christmas bags that are on the ledge by the north entrance until 1PM.  The bags are labeled with the following names:

Lula Ringerwole



Bertha Brink

Agnes Koomen



Pete Vander Loon

Gertrude Schutter



Julie Capestany

Del & Louise Glass


Ella Hoezee

Herm & Lucy Mennega

Letty Dyk

Corky Van Leeuwen


Tillie De Weerd

Gladys Bosgraaf



Henrietta Meinema

Fellowship Cookie Exchange
Our first ever Cookie Exchange will take place following our Encounter service tonight!
Clarification:

· Please bring 1 dozen cookies/bars on a plate to place on the “eat now” table to be enjoyed tonight with everyone.

· Also, bring 2 dozen cookies/bars on a plate to place on the “take home” table.  We suggest using 1 dozen of your chosen cookies to give to a neighbor or good friend before Christmas!
Don't forget to bring an extra container to take your new cookies home in!
We will provide a hot chocolate and coffee bar so that you can stay and enjoy a few cookies and a hot beverage!

Higher Ground Elective Teachers Needed
Are you interested in being a Higher Ground (grades 6-12) teacher, but do not want to commit to the whole year?  We are looking for teachers for our elective classes which meet for only SIX weeks beginning January 5 running through February 16. Please contact Lindsey Heuker (lheuker@immanuelcrc.com or 901-6511) if you are interested. Thanks!
Discovery Childcare Needed

Childcare is needed during Discovery’s meetings from 10-11:30AM (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) beginning in January and ending in March.  If you are able to help out, please contact Kristin (669-7295).
YOUTH MINISTRIES
Cadets Advance Notice

The Father/Son Campout is scheduled for January 24 & 25.  Arrive at church at 6PM on the 24th so we can leave promptly for the campground.
E.T.

Save the date!  February 14-16 we are taking ET to Cran-Hill Ranch for a retreat!  Sign-ups will be up after Christmas!
FINANCIAL UPDATES

Corners Offering
December – HUGS Ranch

December 15, 2013
General Fund


$11,331
Faith Promise


    1,708
Criminal Justice Chaplaincy      116
General Fund Year-to-Date

Received

$235,727
Budget goal

  266,636
Over (Under)

   (30,909)
Budget received –88%

Fiscal year – July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014
To fulfill our General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $11,593 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
End of Year Giving
If you are planning on year-end gifts to Immanuel, please do so as soon as possible, as financial statements are scheduled to be completed early in January.  Thank you!

Immanuel Deacons

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
Still need a last-minute gift?  It’s been said that the greatest gift you can give your children is two parents who are very much in love with each other.  Polish up this gift and put a bow on it at the next Reformed Marriage Encounter Weekend to be held in Holland, MI on February 14-16.  To register, go to reformedme.org.
Sunset Retirement Services has volunteer opportunities just for you or someone you know!  Our Meals at Home ministry is looking for a number of permanent and seasonal volunteer drivers to deliver meals to homebound seniors beginning in February.  Call Ellen (457.7777) for more information.  We also are looking for a book club leader, which is coordinated through our Life Enrichment Department.  Call Kathy Cok (457.2770) if interested.  Thank you for your help!

Did you know that you can support our church with a tax-free gift from your IRA?  The extension of the IRA Charitable Rollover enacted as part of The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012, makes it possible for those 70½ or older to give gifts from their IRAs of up to $100,000, tax-free during 2013.   Gifts qualify for all or part of Required Minimum Distributions.  Gifts may only be made from traditional IRAs and Roth IRAs.  This opportunity may be right for you or someone you know.  To qualify, your tax-free IRA gift must be completed by December 31, 2013.  If you have questions, please consult your tax advisor.

Love INC Opportunities

· Advance Notice - Love INC’s offices, warehouses, and resale shops will be open until 5PM New Year’s Eve – Tuesday, December 31.  We will gladly receive your donations of products, items and more through the last day of 2013. Thanks for blessing many through your support.  We are located at 3300 Van Buren Street, Hudsonville.
· Drivers Needed:  The Pick-up and Delivery team of Love INC is in need of drivers with their own trucks able to pull Love INC trailers to pick up furniture and other items. If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity, please contact Corrie (662-3300 ext 118) corriek@loveinthenameofchrist.org).

· New Fleece Blankets for kids in foster care (Foster Care Kit Ministry) and small sizes of Onesies and Pacifiers are needed for our Baby Ministries. Please bring any of these new donated items to Love INC so more can be helped through our coordinated projects! Questions? Talk to Karla 662-3300 ext 130 or Tonia 662-3300 ext 122.
· Yarn and fabric donations are needed to keep our dozens of knitters, sewers, crocheters, quilters and more supplied so they can make more items to meet more needs. Bring these items to Love INC at 3300 Van Buren Street, Hudsonville. Tax receipts will be provided.
The Voices of Victory male quartet invites you to our annual New Year's Eve concert on Tuesday, December 31, from 8 11PM at Hudsonville Reformed Church (3950 Highland Drive, Hudsonville).  We will be joined by pianist Bryan Westra, the Hope Heralds men's chorus, and the Sacred Harmonies Quartet. There is no admission charge; a free will offering to benefit Harmony Homes will be taken.  Join us for an hour or two, or stay for the entire evening of praise to the God of the ages.
WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

December 22, 2013

SUNDAY

Remember in prayer and with a card this week our shut-ins:  

Ella Hoezee, Agnes Koomen
MONDAY

Pray for God’s strength to be with the many persecuted Christians in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

TUESDAY

Pray for God’s blessing and protection this week on our Pastor, Bob Huisman.

WEDNESDAY

Pray for Jennifer Kragt as she works with International Teams in Uganda.
THURSDAY
Pray for these young adults and remember them with a note or card:

Alexis Wierenga, Ethan Austhof, Brittany Geers
FRIDAY

Pray for God’s blessing on our E.T. students.

SATURDAY

Ask God to bless the civil and church leaders of our city and the residents of your street.

Denominational Prayer Line:  1-888-CRC-PRAY

Love INC
· Bible Class Leaders Needed:  Love INC is looking for volunteers to teach Bible studies to clients enrolled in the LOVING HELP Budget Program. The program runs year-round and in 4-week terms. Studies can last from 4 weeks long or up to 8 weeks. They are 1-hour per week commitment on Thursday evenings plus prep time. You can commit to one 4-week term, multiple terms in a row, or intermittent terms throughout the year. Topics and lessons vary and staff is open to suggestions.  If you are looking to serve and have a passion for teaching God’s Word, please call or email Corrie (662.3300 x118 corriek@loveinthenameofchrist.org) for more information.
· Budget Class Instructors Needed:  Love INC is looking for volunteers to teach Biblical Financial Principles to clients enrolled in the LOVING HELP Budget Program. The program runs year-round and in 4-week segments. It is a 1-hour per week commitment (plus prep time) on Wednesday mornings -OR-Thursday evenings.  You can commit to one 4-week term, multiple terms in a row, or intermittent terms throughout the year. Class sizes vary. All teaching materials (including basic script and PowerPoint) and training is provided.  If you are looking to serve and have a passion to help people manage their financial situation through Biblical principles, please call or email Diane (662.3300 x102 dianed@loveinthenameofchrist.org) for more information.

Summer Counselors Needed

Ten college-aged students are needed for paid counselor positions with The Great Escape at Harderwyk Ministries, a ten-week summer day camp for 5-12 year old children.  Candidates should be outgoing and have experience leading kids.  Interested candidates should contact Sherrie Kornoelje Santos, sherriek@harderwyk.com.  

Camp Geneva is currently accepting Summer Staff 2014 applications and will begin interviewing in January. Positions include: counselors, lifeguards, kitchen, maintenance and many more. Visit campgeneva.org for position descriptions and to print an application.
