Immanuel Christian Reformed Church
January 5, 2014
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We’re glad that you joined us today, and we pray that you will experience a meaningful time of worship with us.
Guest mailboxes are located in the south entrance after the alphabetical list of members.  Please pick up this information if you would like details on Immanuel’s ministries.

This morning Pastor Bob will lead us from First Christmas – Stories from the Birth of Christ with the focus on the shepherds.
Offerings:  General Fund & Building Fund
This evening we will meet in the FLC and have a service of prayer for the new year.
Offering:  Dordt College
NURSERY

Today: 
      8:45AM  Gale Krikke, Isaac Vedders
    11:00AM
(Infant)
Holly Vredevoogd, Carly Geers

           (Toddler)
Kristy Ter Keurst, Holly Bayle,
Erica Dykstra, Nicole Ver Merris,
Janelle De Boer

5:30PM
Mary Jane Geers, Grace Thompson
Next Sunday:

      8:45AM  
John Dykstra Jr, Bea Meinema
    11:00AM
(Infant)
Kara Plaisier, Kati Pohler

            (Toddler)
Brenda & Mia Heun, Mari Schut





Alyssa Ridder, Corbin De Boer

5:30PM
Dot Vruwink, Sara Geers
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP will resume next Sunday, January 12, with orientation for children who have turned 3 years old since September or have not attended Children’s Worship before.
MEETINGS TODAY
10:00AM

Education Hour





Higher Ground Electives begin

  6:30PM

Crossroads - Snack:  Vander Ploeg/Van Rijs






        Drink:  Smidstra
THIS WEEK
WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 8


6:30PM


Executive Committee


7:00PM


Full Council


7:00PM


Immanuel Circle


7:30PM


Pastoral Elders & Deacons,






Administrative Committee
THURSDAY

JANUARY 9


7:00PM


Knitting Ministry
NEXT SUNDAY – JANUARY 12, 2014
8:45 & 11AM:
Pastor Bob – Renewal Sunday
Offerings:  General Fund & Level 3 Tuition Assistance
5:30PM:

Seminarian Shelby Gemmen
Music Ministry:  Brower Bros Band
Offering:  Volunteers in Service
THE LAURELS OF HUDSONVILLE – 9:00AM

Elder Lester Knot
Boehm, Bonner, Bosch families
MEETINGS – JANUARY 12

10:00AM
Education Hour


  6:30PM
E.T. – Snack:  Hoogeboom/Postma






    Drink:  Dykstra (John & Cathy)


  3:00PM
New Members Class

PRAISE & THANKSGIVING

We wish to thank the deacons and especially our deacon, Mike Ridder, for the cookies that we received this Christmas.  The cookies from the young people were also enjoyable, as was their singing of carols.  Again, we are grateful to the congregation for the beautiful cards that they sent and we wish everyone a blessed holiday season.
Lula and Joan Ringerwole
We would like to thank our church family for all the prayers, thoughts, cards, calls and meals this past month as both Dan and I spent time in the hospital.  We praise God for healing for both of us and we know that it was only by God’s grace and the faithful prayer warriors of our family and friends.  It is truly a blessing to a part of this amazing church family!

     The Ter Keurst family - Dan, Kris, Alicia and Josh
The flowers in the sanctuary are in honor of the following birthdays:

Fannie Roelofs


January 12

Wandalee Schut


January 17

Jessie De Groot


January 23

Evelyn Vander Kooi

January 24

Gladys Bosgraaf


January 25
PRAYER REQUESTS

We express our sympathy to Jayne & Bryan Schut and family on the death of Jayne’s father, Jim Elders, on December 30.  May the Lord continue to comfort and uphold them.
Jane Van Rijs is recovering from surgery and we pray for continued healing and good health.
Del De Kleine – health difficulties
Joe Lems – severe back pain
Sharon Ondersma – M.S.

Clara Timmer - Royal Atrium Inn

Pete Van Rijs – durable cancer remission
Brian Wigger – medication to shrink tumor

Capt Ron Thenn – Army
2nd Lt Stephan Thenn – Marines
OPPORTUNITIES

Circle Letter B – New Members Class
Are you interested in finding out more information about becoming a professing Immanuel member?  This 90-minute course, led by Pastor Bob, will familiarize you with the history of Immanuel church, current ministry opportunities, membership requirements and areas for service.  This course is designed both for individuals interested in membership and current members interested in making public their profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  A class will be available next Sunday, January 12, at 3PM.  If you are interested in attending, please circle Letter B in the Friendship Folder.
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday School and Electives for Higher Ground
We resume today!  We still need one teacher for Higher Ground and looking for a substitute teacher for 2nd grade from January 5-February 16.  Please let Lindsey Heuker know right away if you're able to help - lheuker@immanuelcrc.com or 901-6511.
Welcome New Members

We welcome the Dykstra & Hasper families to Immanuel!
Daniel & Lori Dykstra

Ph # 669-6414

Tyler, Abby, Aiden

3337 Deep Rose Dr

Hudsonville  MI  49426

Stephen Hasper

Ph # 616-634-0808

Charissa

8236 Stoney Lane SW

Byron Center  MI  49315

ADULT MINISTRIES
Immanuel Circle

We will meet this Wednesday night, January 8, at 7PM in the Adult Ed Room and will study Lessons 11 & 12.  If you have any questions, please call Wanda (669-1989).
YOUTH MINISTRIES
Higher Ground Students

Electives begin today
Please note the following changes:

Purity will now be meeting in the Prayer Room

12th Grade Inked will now be meeting in the old library

If you have any questions, please contact Lindsey Heuker (lheuker@immanuelcrc.com or 901-6511).

Cadets Advance Notice

The Father/Son Campout is scheduled for January 24 & 25.
E.T.

Save the date!  February 14-16 we are taking ET to Cran-Hill Ranch for a retreat!  Sign-ups will be up after Christmas!
FINANCIAL UPDATES

Corners Offering
December – HUGS Ranch  $223
January – YWAM (Youth With A Mission)

December 29, 2013
General Fund
$25,255
Legacy Fund

    8,978
General Fund Year-to-Date

Received

$272,313
Budget goal

  301,414
Over (Under)

   (29,101)
Budget received –90%

Fiscal year – July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014
To fulfill our General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $11,593 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Unity Christian community is invited to attend an “Informational Meeting” to learn about the plans to build a new high school.  These meetings will be held on January 13, 20, and 22.  We ask that you RSVP your attendance to unity@unitychristian.org so we can plan accordingly.  The meetings will begin at 7PM in Unity’s South Gym.  All are invited and we are excited to show you the plans for the future high school.  

Please check out Unity’s website (www.unitychristian.org) for current updates on the new building project.

Hudsonville Christian School is hosting an Early Childhood Information Night (PKP) on Thursday, January 23, at 6:30PM.  Come and learn more about the 3 School, Preschool, Kindergarten, and Pre-Kindergarten programs for children ages 3 to 5, including Spanish in Pre-K and Kindergarten.  Bring your potential student with you to visit the classrooms, meet the teachers and participate in fun activities.  Child check-in starts at 6:15 PM.  Enter the drawing for a $100 HCS tuition voucher!
Drivers for food pickups needed

Jehovah Jireh Ministries needs someone to do food pickups with a straight truck on Friday mornings (chauffer’s license), and with a van on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings.  Please contact Jim (896-1570 or jjmjamestown@att.net)

Summer Counselors Needed

Ten college-aged students are needed for paid counselor positions with The Great Escape at Harderwyk Ministries, a ten-week summer day camp for 5-12 year old children.  Candidates should be outgoing and have experience leading kids.  Interested candidates should contact Sherrie Kornoelje Santos, sherriek@harderwyk.com.  

Make the new year special by devoting one weekend specifically to your marriage.  Register now to attend the next Reformed Marriage Encounter Weekend - not because you need it, but because you and your marriage deserve it!  Plan to attend the February 14-16, 2014 weekend in Holland, MI.  To register, go to www.reformedme.org
Camp Geneva is currently accepting Summer Staff 2014 applications and will begin interviewing in January. Positions include: counselors, lifeguards, kitchen, maintenance and many more. Visit campgeneva.org for position descriptions and to print an application.
WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

January 5, 2014
SUNDAY

Remember in prayer and with a card this week our shut-ins:  

Letty Dyk, Corky Van Leeuwen
MONDAY

Pray for God’s strength to be with the many persecuted Christians in Croatia.

TUESDAY

Pray for God’s blessing and protection this week on our Director of Youth/Service Project Coordinator, Brittnee Blom.

WEDNESDAY

Pray for Revs Linda & Trevor Rubingh as they work with New City Church in Jersey City, NJ through Home Missions.
THURSDAY
Pray for these young adults and remember them with a note or card:

Hannah Huisman, Torie Kuiper, Lanae Nesky
FRIDAY

Pray for God’s blessing on our Crossroads students.

SATURDAY

Ask God to bless the civil and church leaders of our city and the residents of your street.

Denominational Prayer Line:  1-888-CRC-PRAY

Work for Facing Your Future this Summer
Are you interested in working with some amazing high school students this summer and earning internship credit while doing so?  The Facing Your Future program, a program for high school students interested in theology and ministry, is preparing to hire our new staff of "Live In Leaders," and we would love for you to apply!

This year the program runs from July 9 - July 30, 2014; Live In Leaders are required to be with the participants for that whole time.  The LIL staff will also be required to be on campus the week before FYF for training.  Live In Leaders live on-campus in the dorms with the students and are responsible for being a small group leader of approximately six students, leading devotions, and various other tasks.  You'll also get to work closely with five other seminary students. 

If you are interested in this opportunity or would like more information about it, please contact program coordinator Jess Driesenga (fyf@calvinseminary.edu).  Applications are available across from the FYF office (next to Al Gelder's office door), and completed applications must be received by January 31, 2014.  If you would like to read about the FYF program in more detail please check out our website.

Hope to see your applications in SOON!!  Remember, this can also count for your XCI internship credit!   Whether you need it for credit or not, we hope you apply.  

