lmmanuel Christian Reformed Church
December 21, 2014
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We’re glad that you joined us today, and we pray that you will experience a meaningful time of worship with us.
Guest mailboxes are located after the alphabetical list of members.  Please pick up this information if you would like details on Immanuel’s ministries.  
This morning Pastor Bob will continue our Advent series of messages, “Micah’s Hope”.  At the 11AM service, Stephanie Hagger will reaffirm her faith in Jesus Christ.  We also welcome Shelby Gemmen as an Immanuel member.
Offerings:  General Fund & Faith Promise Missionary Support
This evening our Advent message is from Micah 5:4 - The Good Shepherd.  We welcome the Unity Christian High School Chorale for our music ministry.
Offering:  New City Kids - Grand Rapids
NURSERY

Today: 

8:45AM  
Dot Vruwink, Carrie & Casey Lems
     11:00AM  (Infant)
Jennifer Le Febre, Kelli Nesky


    (Toddler)
Kara Plaisier, Phyllis Wigger,





Sam Bosma, Nic Van Rijs, Noah Wolters

5:30PM

Cyndy & Dylan Hoogeboom
Christmas Day:


9:30AM  (Infant)
Kelsey Janke, Annalise Van Rijs



    (Toddler)
Amy Wigger, Judy Schmitt,






Tessa Van Dyken, Analiese Vredevoogd,






Spencer Ymker
Next Sunday:


8:45AM

Gale Krikke, Amber Vedders
     11:00AM  (Infant)
Betsy Vander Ploeg,






Katelyn Vander Ploeg


    (Toddler)
Anna De Young, Mary Verkaik,






Nicole Le Febre, Michael Dykstra,






Elle Plaisier

5:30PM

Mary Jane Geers, Allyssa Ver Merris
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP RESUMES JANUARY 4
ACTIVITIES/MEETINGS TODAY

No Education Hour


7:00PM

Crossroads

THIS WEEK
TUESDAY

DECEMBER 23
    6-7:00AM


Prayers for Immanuel & our community






in basement Prayer Room
THURSDAY

DECEMBER 25

9:30AM


Christmas Worship
NEXT SUNDAY – DECEMBER 28, 2014
8:45 & 11AM

Renewal Intern Shelby Gemmen
Offerings:  General Fund & Benevolent Fund
5:30PM

Ebenezer Worship

Offering:  Holland Rescue Mission
THE LAURELS OF HUDSONVILLE – 9:00AM

Elder Rob Nesky
Lutke, Keith Meinema Sr, Meyer families

No Education Hour
PRAISE & THANKGSGIVING
Thank you for the many expressions of sympathy given to me following the death of my husband.  Your prayers, visits, and cards have been a great comfort and helped me during this difficult time.

Joyce De Weerd
Thank you to everyone who sent me Christmas cards!  It meant a lot to me as I received so many.  Merry Christmas!











    Julie Capestany
PRAYER REQUESTS

Please keep Wes Kremers in your prayers as he was diagnosed with treatable esophageal cancer.  Wes will have additional tests in the next weeks.  Pray that God will provide the doctors with wisdom as to further treatment.
Joe Lems – severe back pain
Sharon Ondersma – M.S.

Pete Van Rijs – durable cancer remission
Brian Wigger – medication to shrink tumor

Josh Ter Keurst – Marines

Capt Ron Thenn – Army
2nd Lt Stephan Thenn – Marines
Edwin Pettinga - adoption process - Liberia

Angela Schut – Youth With A Mission (YWAM) – England
Michele Vande Steeg – IRIS - South Africa
OPPORTUNITIES
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Circle Letter B - E100 New Testament
We are looking forward to continuing our E100 journey starting Sunday, January 4, 2015 and you can join in!!   You can join a same gender triad and read through 50 essential stories from the New Testament by signing up at the table in the foyer or circle Letter B in the Friendship Folder.  A triad setting allows for accountability and trust, anyone can be involved, and scheduling is easy.  If you have questions, contact Brittnee Blom or Pastor Bob.
Circle Letter C - New Members Class

Are you interested in finding out more information about becoming a professing Immanuel member?  This 90-minute course, led by Pastor Bob, will familiarize you with the history of Immanuel church, current ministry opportunities, membership requirements and areas for service.  This course is designed both for individuals interested in membership and current members interested in making public their profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  A class will be available on Sunday, January 4, at 3:00PM.  If you are interested in attending, please circle Letter C in the Friendship Folder.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Worship
Please join us this Thursday for our Christmas Worship at 9:30AM.
Bulletin Deadline

For the next 2 weeks, all bulletin info is due on Tuesday morning by 10AM.
Two Teachers Needed for Six Weeks
Do you have a desire to help our youth learn more about Jesus, but can't commit to teaching every week?  Will you consider teaching for only six weeks?

Higher Ground is looking for two teachers to teach grades 6-8.  This is a great opportunity to influence lives and help our youth in their walk with the Lord.

Please prayerfully consider this opportunity and let Lindsey Heuker know if you are interested.  Classes start January 11! (lheuker@yahoo.com or 901-6511) Thanks!

Kids Hope Mentor Needed

Do you have one hour a week to spend with a 4th grade girl at Park Elementary?  There is training and many helpful ideas to get you started!  Contact Evamarie Eggebeen to join the Kids Hope team:  kidshope@immanuelcrc.com  or 371-2086

Home Plate 2015
Detroit Tigers fans - please save Saturday, May 9, 2015 for the annual Home Plate event at Comerica Park in Detroit.  We will have a group traveling to Detroit again this year, so you won't want to miss it.  The Tigers will be hosting the Kansas City Royals.  Sign up information will come in January.

YOUTH MINISTRIES
E.T.
Our ET Winter Retreat is full.  Please make checks out to “Immanuel CRC” with Camp Geneva in the memo.  Full payment is due no later than January 10.

FINANCIAL UPDATES

December Corners Offering
There is Hope - Malawi
December 14, 2014
General Fund


$11,359

Level 3 Tuition Assistance
    1,436

Kids Hope



       305
General Fund Year-to-Date

Received

$253,970
Budget goal

  278,071
Over (Under)

   (24,101)
Budget received – 91%

Fiscal year – July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015
To fulfill our General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $11,586 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

Unity Christian is looking for volunteers to help clean up the construction site at the 48th Avenue campus.  We are looking for a clean-up crew of 4-6 individuals who could work any time during the week from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The work consists of sweeping and picking up extra trash.  Volunteers are asked to work for 2 hour time frames.  Please contact Nick Balcer at the Development Office (662-4011).
Love INC Opportunities

· The Clearinghouse

Volunteer positions are available in our on-campus call center. If you are interested in taking phone calls to help individuals seeking support in our community, this is a great ministry for you. Training is available.
· The Sorting Warehouse has an opening for Thursday mornings, 9AM-1PM.  This is a volunteer position that involves being on the front lines and interacting with our product donors as well as organizing and distribution of donations to our resale stores.
Contact Kaitlin at 662-3300 ext. 127 or KaitlinV@loveinthenameofchrist.org if you would like to be connected with one of these ministries or are interested in learning about other ministry opportunities.
The Voices of Victory male quartet invites you to our annual New Year's Eve concert on Wednesday, December 31, from 8-11PM at Hudsonville Reformed Church (3950 Highland Drive, Hudsonville).  We will be joined by pianist Bryan Westra and by the Sacred Harmonies quartet.  There is no admission charge; a free will offering to benefit Georgetown Harmony Homes will be taken.  You are welcome to join us for an hour or two, or to stay for the entire evening of praise to the God of the Ages.  To God be the glory!

Do you believe that prayer can shape the future?

Start the new year with an empowered life of prayer!

Come to Embers to Flames and learn to deepen your prayer life through the empowering work of the Holy Spirit. Training topics include reasons for prayer, recognizing and discerning the voice of the Holy Spirit, recognizing obstacles in your prayer life, releasing power through prayer, how to pray in tough situations, healing prayer, discovering how the gifts of the Spirit can operate in your prayer life, the use of prayer for spiritual warfare, the joy of answered prayer and praying for revival! Classes are taught by Mary Swierenga, Mary Sterenberg and Ruth Veltkamp.  For a brochure with dates & times, check the info rack in the FLC foyer.
Sunset Communities & Services
· Our Meals at Home ministry is in dire need of volunteer drivers for the months of January through April.  Delivery takes approximately 1½ hours and is very important to the homebound seniors that we serve.  Please call Ellen at 457.7777 for more information.

Volunteer Opportunities - Spectrum Health Zeeland Hospital
Do you want to make a lasting difference in our community?  If so, then volunteering may be right for you.  We invite you to explore the many volunteer opportunities available:


Business Office, Cafeteria Helper, Front Desk Greeter, Gift Shop,


Interoffice Mail Delivery, Meal Delivery, Projects/Office Support

WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

December 21, 2014

SUNDAY

Remember in prayer and with a card this week our shut-ins:  

Agnes Koomen, Letty Dyk
MONDAY

Pray for God’s strength to be with the many persecuted Christians in Turkmenistan.

TUESDAY

Pray for God’s blessing and protection this week on our Custodian, Jim Stech.

WEDNESDAY

Pray for Revs Linda & Trevor Rubingh as they work with New City Kids - Grand Rapids.
THURSDAY
Pray for these young adults and remember them with a note or card:

Allyssa Ver Merris, Maxwell Vruwink, Ethan Austhof
FRIDAY

Pray for God’s blessing on our Youth Ministries.

SATURDAY

Ask God to bless the civil and church leaders of our city and the residents of your street.

Denominational Prayer Line:  1-888-CRC-PRAY

Wings of Mercy, a faith based, nonprofit, volunteer pilot organization, is looking for a part time program manager.  This person will oversee and administer the day to day delivery of our mission including pilot recruitment and support, recipient identification and flight coordination.  Qualified applicants will have a university degree, 2 to 5 years of experience in the non-profit sector, proven communication skills, and a passion for helping people.  

Send resume with cover letter to:

Wings of Mercy

Attn: Grace Spelde

100 S. Pine St, Suite 393

Zeeland, MI 49464

Or Fax: 616.748.6093
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