lmmanuel Christian Reformed Church
September 16, 2018
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We’re glad that you joined us today, and we pray that you will encounter God through prayer, worship, and his word.
Guest mailboxes are located after the alphabetical list of members.  Please pick up this information if you would like details on Immanuel’s ministries.  
This morning Pastor Tom Swieringa will lead us in worship.
Offerings:  General Fund & Short-Term Missions

This evening Rev Swieringa will continue a series of messages, “Learning to Hear God’s Voice” and focus on Job 33:14, “How God Talks to You”.
Offering:  Knitting Ministry
NURSERY

Today: 

  8:45AM
Deb Gaffner, Kaylee Vander Veen

11:00AM
Lori & Abby Dykstra,




Alexis Hoogeboom, Jessie Gulker

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.

Next Sunday:


  8:45AM
Mary Jane Geers, Gracie Geers

11:00AM
Cyndy Hoogeboom, Tracy Ridder,




Abbie Eppinga, Alyssa Ridder

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Today:


Creation

11:00AM
Tammy Wolters, Kaylee Vander Veen
Next Sunday:
Garden of Eden

11:00AM
Cherie Lutke, Aspen Postma
MEETINGS TODAY


10:00AM

Education
THIS WEEK
TUESDAY


SEPTEMBER 18


9:00AM



Women’s Bible Study

WEDNESDAY

SEPTEMBER 19

6:30PM



GEMS & Cadets

THURSDAY


SEPTEMBER 20

7:00PM



Knitting Ministry
NEXT SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 23, 2018
8:45 & 11:00AM
    Interim Pastor Tom Swieringa
BE-Attitudes #3
Core Values for Kingdom Living
Joy Comes in the Mourning
Matthew 5:4
Offerings: General Fund & Benevolent Fund
5:30PM

Interim Pastor Tom Swieringa 
“How to Recognize God’s Voice”
I John 4:1
Offering:  Knitting Ministry
THE LAURELS OF HUDSONVILLE – 9:00AM
Elder Doug Dykema
Van Rijs, Van Singel, Van Solkema families
MEETINGS – SEPTEMBER 23


10:00AM
Education





Mission/Outreach Committee Fruit & Bagels

PRAYER REQUESTS

We express our sympathy to the family of Albertha Brink who passed away on September 11.  The funeral was held on September 14 at Immanuel.  Pray for God’s continued comfort and peace during this time of sorrow.
Bill Roon returned home again this past week following carotid artery surgery.  Pray for a complete recovery.
Les Knot – immunotherapy

Laurie Kooienga – treatment for myeloma – received a good report following the first cycle of treatment – pray for continued healing.
Joe Lems – severe back pain
Joan Miller – The Laurels, hospice care
Sharon Ondersma – M.S.
Claus Steenwyk – chemotherapy treatment

Pete Van Rijs – durable cancer remission
Council Members

Please keep our council members in your prayers during this time of transition.

Military

Corporal Josh Ter Keurst – Marines

Major Ron Thenn – Army (Iraq)
WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

SUNDAY

Remember in prayer and with a card this week:  

Hazel Coy, Fannie Roelofs
MONDAY

Pray for God’s strength to be with the many persecuted Christians in Jordan.
TUESDAY

Pray for God’s blessing and protection this week on Judy Schmitt, Business Manager.
WEDNESDAY

Pray for Revs Trevor & Linda Rubingh and their work with Resonate Global Mission & New City Kids GR.
THURSDAY
Pray for these young adults and remember them with a note or card:  Kalee Butterworth, Luke Dykstra, Aleah Heemstra
FRIDAY

Pray for God’s blessing on our Youth Ministries.

SATURDAY

Ask God to bless the civil and church leaders of our city and the residents of your street.

Denominational Prayer Line:  1-888-CRC-PRAY

OPPORTUNITIES
Circle Letter A – Mission Lunch on October 7
You are invited to a Mission Committee luncheon (taco bar) on October 7, following the 11AM service.  Michele Vande Steeg will be sharing about the Camino de Santiago (pilgrimage) in Spain, sharing stories from the three months she spent volunteering at a hostel on the Camino, and her future plans with Oasis Trails.  Please circle letter A in the Friendship Folder if you plan on attending.
Circle Letter B – Seasoned Citizens Lunch & Bingo
Join us on Wednesday, September 26, at 12:30PM for lunch, followed by bingo in the FLC.  If you can attend, please circle Letter B in the Friendship Folder.
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
“Learning to Hear God’s Voice”
This is a series of (at least) 4 studies that Pastor Tom will be teaching on Sunday evenings at our 5:30PM service.   It’s a good time for any of us, no matter what season of life we are in, to continue to grow in our ability to hear God’s voice.  It’s also a really good time in the season of life that we are in as a church family to tune our ears to the voice of the God as we wait on Him to give direction in and through the process of searching for our next pastor.

· September 23 - “How to Recognize God’s Voice” (I John 4:1)

· September 30 - Combined Service with Georgetown at Immanuel

· October 7 - “Receiving Guidance from God” (Habakkuk 2:1-2; 3:2)
Church Policy Update
The Administrative Committee approved to change the facility use for weddings to be only for Immanuel members.

Directory Update

Jack & Mary De Graaf – no landline anymore

Ph #209-2607 (Jack)
Ph #209-2495 (Mary)

Charlie Postma - no landline anymore 

Ph #229-1020 - messages by text only.
All Women are Invited to Join a Bible Study this Fall!

The book we will using is, One in a Million: Journey to Your Promised Land by Priscilla Shirer. 
There are seven sessions and we will meet every 2 weeks:
September 18
October 2, 16, 30
November 13 ,27
December 11
We will meet on Tuesday mornings at 9AM in the FLC Prayer Room.  Contact Evamarie Eggebeen to join or sign up at church on the poster near the FLC.  She will be ordering the study books ($15 each).

GEMS

Our kick-off night for GEMS will be this Wednesday, September 19, from 6:30-8:30PM.   All girls grades 2-6 are welcome!  Invite your friends! We look forward to spending the year with you.
GEMS Counselors/Snack People Needed
We have a couple of opportunities for you to serve in our GEMS club.  We need one or two counselors (SMT approved) to help facilitate small group time with the girls. Anyone age 16 or older can be a counselor.
We also need a few people who are willing to get and prepare the snacks for the girls each week.  Our snack helpers are reimbursed for the cost of the snacks.  Contact Lisa Vander Veen if you can give your time and love to our girls this year.

Bagels & Fruit

Join us next Sunday, September 23, @ 10:00 for some great food and to learn more about a prison ministry.  Please come and listen to Mike Vredevoogd and his colleagues speak about what they are doing in this ministry.
Love INC Reverse Offering Items
Please bring your donated household items to church by next Sunday.  The drop-off area is under the Giving Tree in the FLC foyer.  Thank you for your generosity!

Child’s Medical Release Form

You should have found your child’s medical release form from the Safe Ministries Team in your mailbox last week.  We ask that you try to get these in as soon as possible, so that we have them on file and they can be distributed to the necessary ministry leader in case of an emergency.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Safe Ministries Team

Meals for New City Kids
We again have the opportunity to bless the Music Worship Team at New City Kids with a meal on Monday evenings.  If you are willing to provide a meal, please contact Phyllis Wigger (669-0594).  If you are unable to bring the meal, we are willing to deliver it for you.
Discovery Women’s Bible Study

We will begin our meetings again using “Made for His Pleasure” by Allistair Begg.  Please email Karla (jveldink@aol.com) by today with your preference of Monday or Wednesday evenings at 7PM.  All women are welcome!
Flu Shot Clinic
We will have a flu shot clinic again this year on Thursday, October 4, from 4-7PM.  Anyone 9 years and older is eligible; insurance is accepted.

FINANCIAL UPDATES
September 2, 2018

General Fund
$6,809
Building Fund
     540
September 9, 2018

General Fund


$12,264

Level 3 Tuition Assistance
       934

FARM INC



       351
General Fund Year-to-Date

Received
       $125,325
Budget goal

  134,489
Over (Under)

     (9,164)
Budget received – 93%
Fiscal year – July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019
To fulfill our General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $12,226 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
September Corners Offering – Gifts of Hope School

The Corners Offering for the month of September will be dedicated to Gifts of Hope School in Liberia.  Checks can be made out to “Immanuel CRC” with GOH in the memo.  There also are pledge cards and a box to deposit them at the GOH display at the entrance to the FLC.  Tax deductible contributions can be made at any time with a check made out to Christian Education in Liberia and given to me or mailed to CEL, 7140 Kevin Court, Hudsonville, MI 49426.

Marion Vande Steeg
Contributions to Immanuel can be made in four ways:

· Weekly offerings during our worship service

· Online giving through PayPal

· Auto-giving through your bank
· Mailing a check to the church address
Requested Announcements can be found online.
REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hudsonville Christian School's Faith Campaign kicked off this past week!  This year's campaign goal is to raise $250,000 to be used for building maintenance and tuition assistance for families who need help. Over the course of the coming weeks you may receive either a letter in the mail from HCS or a phone call from a representative of J. Milito & Associates, an organization that we are partnering with to complete our Faith Campaign. Your gift will help us to continue to tell the story of Christian education in our community and beyond.  If you are not contacted but would like to contribute to this important campaign, please contact the school office (669-6689).  Thank you for your continued support of Hudsonville Christian School!
You are invited to attend our annual hymn sing benefiting Mississippi Christian Family Services.  It will be next Sunday, September 23, at 7:30PM at the Baldwin St CRC, 2101 Baldwin St in Jenison.  Cliff Doornbos along with many instrumentalists will lead.  Our special guests will be the Calvin College Gospel choir. Come for an inspiring night of praise to God.
Ridgewood CRC's Coffee Break Bible Study invites all women to attend our special meeting Thursday, September 27, 2018, at 10AM at Ridgewood CRC (1571 Baldwin, Jenison).  We will be hosting Sharon Garlough Brown, author of the Sensible Shoes book series.  We look forward to an interesting presentation and a time of fellowship with all of you.  Please invite your friends and neighbors!
East Ottawa Special Ministry in Jenison needs compassionate people (high schoolers are welcome), willing to share god’s love by being a special friend to a developmentally impaired student on Thursday evenings, October to the middle of April, from 7-8:15PM.  If you have any questions or want more information, please call Betty Gemmen (457-3234).
Life Chain 2018
This event will be on Sunday, October 7, from 2-3PM.  Right to Life of Holland Area will be on 16th St by Langeland Sterenberg Funeral Home.  Life Chain is a peaceful, quiet, and prayerful public witness of pro-life individuals standing and praying for our nation to end abortion.  It is a visual statement of solidarity by the Christian community that abortion kills children and that the church supports the sanctity of human life from the moment of conception until natural death.
Right to Life

Our annual fundraising dinner for the RLM Education Fund will be on Tuesday, October 23, at The Pinnacle Center.  Guest Speakers:  Alan & Lisa Robertson.  Tickets are $50/person with a 10% discount when you buy an entire table.  For more info, call Ann (616) 396-1037.
Reservations are now being taken for the Christmas Celebration Dinner Concert that will be taking place at the Christian Reformed Conference Grounds, 12253 Lakeshore Dr., Grand Haven on Friday, December 7, and Saturday, December 8.  Doors to the Worship Center will open at 6pm for punch. Dinner will begin at 6:30, during dessert the Christmas Praise will begin! We will be blessed by Dawn Bouman and Marilyn DeMann and their dueling pianos as well as a variety of local vocalists and gifted musicians. Tickets are $18.00 per person or a table for 10 is $170.00. Seating is by reservation only and is limited so call (616-842-4478) or email (ministry@crcg.org) to make your reservations. 

Love INC Opportunities

· Volunteer Opportunity!! Love In the Name of Christ is looking for individuals to serve in our sorting area. Open schedules and hours. Contact volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org for more information. 
· Register for the Love INC HayDay 5K before September 1st, and save on the early bird registration. To sign up go to the Love INC website www.LoveInTheNameofChrist.org and click through to the HayDay 5K registration. The HayDay 5K is Saturday, October 13th, 2018 at 10 am in Hudsonville. All are welcome, both runners and walkers. Support the work of Love in the Name of Christ in Hudsonville. 
· Do You Love Working on Bikes? Do you want to volunteer in the coolest bike repair shop in West Michigan? Join our team at Love In the Name of Christ as we repair and restore bikes with a mission of changing lives! For more information contact: Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org
· You are invited! To a no-commitment, informational meeting on volunteering in the Call Center, a frontline ministry of Love INC. Monday, September 24th from 6- 7:30PM in the Love INC Relational Ministry Center Training Room (above the Outback Resale Shoppe) Dinner is included. Please RSVP at volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org 

· Volunteer at Love INC - Do you enjoy coffee and donuts? Join the Saturday morning crew at the Outback Warehouse of Love in the Name of Christ. Unload donations and prep items for resale. Donuts and coffee are complimentary! Contact volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org 
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