lmmanuel Christian Reformed Church
December 9, 2018
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We’re glad that you joined us today, and we pray that you will encounter God through prayer, worship, and his word.
Guest mailboxes are located after the alphabetical list of members.  Please pick up this information if you would like details on Immanuel’s ministries.  
This morning Pastor Swieringa will continue the Advent series, Sing a New Song, with the message, Zechariah – Song of Praise.  We will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper together.
Offerings:  General Fund & Level 3 Tuition Assistance
This evening Pastor Swieringa will lead us from Philippians 2:12-18, Finish Line #4.
Offering:  Kids Hope

NURSERY

Today: 

  8:45AM
Michelle Hamberg, Annah Huberts

11:00AM
Joel Nieuwenhuis, Judi Van Dyke,




Lauren Miedema, Ella Sage

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.

Next Sunday:


  8:45AM
Gale Krikke, Lindsey De Boer

11:00AM
Melanie Kamminga, Curt Hoogeboom,




Ava Steen, Abby Eppinga

  5:30PM
The nursery room will be open but unstaffed.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Today:
The Shepherds Show the Way
11:00AM
Tammy Wolters, Dylan Hoogeboom
Next Sunday
   The Magi Show the Way

11:00AM
Grady Vander Ploeg
MEETINGS TODAY


No Education – resumes January 6, 2019
12:30PM
Congregational Potluck Lunch – FLC

Afternoon
Crossroads Christmas card delivery

THIS WEEK
TUESDAY


DECEMBER 11

9:00AM



Women’s Bible Study
WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 12

6:30PM



Executive Committee


7:00PM



General Council


7:45PM



By district - Pastoral Elders &

Deacons, Elders on Special Assign.

8:00PM



Administrative Committee


8:15PM



Pastoral Elders & Deacons
NEXT SUNDAY – DECEMBER 16, 2018
8:45 & 11:00AM

Pastor Tom Swieringa

Advent 3 – Sing a New Song
Angels – Song of Good News!
Offerings: General Fund & Short-Term Missions
5:30PM

Pastor Tom Swieringa
Offering:  FARM INC

 (Feeding And Reaching Many In the Name of Christ)
THE LAURELS OF HUDSONVILLE – 9:00AM
Elder Doug Dykema
Gulker, Hamberg, Larry Herweyer families
MEETINGS – DECEMBER 16
No Education – resumes January 6, 2019
PRAYER REQUESTS

Laurie Kooienga is at Karmanos in Detroit following a stem cell transplant.  She expects to be there until December 12 or 13.  Pray for Laurie and her family in this time, for healing in her body, and for patience and peace.
Alyssa Ridder will have a heart ablation procedure to correct a rapid heart rate this Wednesday, December 12, in Ann Arbor.  This is an out-patient procedure, so it’s expected she will return home Wednesday night.
Les Knot – immunotherapy

Joe Lems – severe back pain
Sharon Ondersma – M.S.
Claus Steenwyk – chemotherapy treatment

Pete Van Rijs – durable cancer remission
Council Members

Please keep our council members in your prayers during this time of transition.

Military

Major Ron Thenn – Army (Hawaii)
WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

SUNDAY

Remember in prayer and with a card this week:  

Clara Timmer, Arie Verkaik
MONDAY

Pray for God’s strength to be with the many persecuted Christians in Mauritania.
TUESDAY

Pray for God’s blessing and protection this week on our Administrative Assistant, Lynnea Van Wylen.
WEDNESDAY

Pray for Rev Cal & Jamie Hofland and their work with Resonate Global Mission.
THURSDAY
Pray for these young adults and remember them with a note or card:  Cameron Van Dyken, Samantha Bosma,

Brevin De Boer
FRIDAY

Pray for God’s blessing on our Youth Ministries.

SATURDAY

Ask God to bless the civil and church leaders of our city and the residents of your street.

Denominational Prayer Line:  1-888-CRC-PRAY

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
SING A NEW SONG
This is a series of messages for Advent that Pastor Tom will focus on during the month of December.  Focus on Singing a New Song flows from Luke 1:26 - Luke 2:40.
Messages include:

December 2 - MARY - Song of JOY!  (Luke 1:46-55)

December 9 - ZECHARIAH - Song of PRAISE!  (Luke 1:67-79)

December 16 - ANGELS - Song of GOOD NEWS! (Luke 2:8-20)

December 23 - SIMEON - Song of RECOGNITION (Luke 2:21-35)

Our Christmas service will be celebrated on Christmas Eve, December 24, at 5:30PM with the focus, “JESUS - The LOVE SONG of all! (Luke 2:8-12)

Congregational Potlucks Begin Today
We will start again with congregational potlucks on the 2nd Sunday of every month.
So, join us today at 12:30PM in the FLC.  Last names starting with A-M please bring a hot dish; N-Z salad/dessert.
Christmas Card Delivery – Today

Our Crossroads and leaders will be delivering Christmas cards to our shut-ins this afternoon.  You may still add your cards to the Christmas bags that are on the ledge by the north entrance until 1PM.  The bags are labeled with the following names:

Sharon Ondersma

Hazel Coy

Betty Brink



Evelyn Vander Kooi

Adaline Lems


Arie Verkaik

Fannie Roelofs


Kay Alsum

Julie Capestany


Clara Timmer

Crossroads Christmas Party
Our party is tonight from 6:30-8:30PM at Immanuel.  Bring a wrapped white elephant gift!

The Giving Tree – Kids Hope Gifts

Christmas is right around the corner, and we have the opportunity to give our Kids Hope students a little gift.  Check out the Giving Tree for various items that you can purchase.  The Kids Hope mentors will bring the gift bags to their students the week before Christmas.  Please return items to the Giving Tree basket by December 12.  Thank you!
Elective Teachers Needed

It's that time of year again!  Electives for our 6th-12th grades will be starting up in January and running for 6 weeks and I need some teachers.
Please consider touching the lives of the youth in our church during that time.  Contact me if you are willing to help out.
Lisa VanderVeen (danlisaveen@gmail.com)

Hand2Hand
For the month of December, we are collecting:

· Complete pancake mix & syrup

· Jelly (plastic jars)
You may place your donations in the cart in the FLC foyer.

Feeding America Food Truck/Christmas Gift Store

Thank you to all who have helped out with our Feeding America Food Distribution at Presidential Estates this year! Your willingness to share your time for the Lord does not go unrewarded.
We have one more opportunity to show God’s bountiful blessings by helping out with the Feeding America Food Truck this Thursday, December 13.  Please consider volunteering a few hours helping distribute the food and the good news of Jesus.  We can always use your help by registering with the sign up Genius link (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094ea5ae22a0fa7-dec13christmas) or by simply showing up at the Presidential Estates clubhouse at 5PM.
This year, Sunrise Ministries is also setting up a “Christmas Gift Store” in the clubhouse for the park residents. This will give them an opportunity to purchase gifts for their children at a much-reduced price. The store will be open simultaneously with the Feeding America Food Truck on December 13.
They need new children’s books which have a Christian theme for kids 2 to 14 years old. There is a box in the narthex labeled “Presidential Estates Christmas Gift Store” for you to place your donations.  
You may bring books to Immanuel until this Wednesday, December 12.

Contact John Dykstra Sr. (366-2936) if you have questions. 

Jesus said, “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ Matt. 25:40

Early Teens

Rebounderz trip is this Thursday 6:30-8:30PM.  Email Kyle to sign middle-school students up if you haven't yet at kyleroskamp@gmail.com.  Cost is $20.

FINANCIAL UPDATES
December 2, 2018

General Fund
$18,475

Building Fund
       798
Kids Hope

       195

General Fund Year-to-Date

Received
       $272,921
Budget goal

  281,204
Over (Under)

     (8,283)
Budget received – 97%
Fiscal year – July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019
To fulfill our General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $12,226 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
December Corners Offering – Women at Risk
Contributions to Immanuel can be made in four ways:

· Weekly offerings during our worship service

· Online giving through PayPal

· Auto-giving through your bank
· Mailing a check to the church address
REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
Unity Christian High School is seeking to hire an individual as the front desk receptionist.  This person is the first contact for students, parents, and community. The individual who applies for this position must enjoy working with people and love Unity Christian. This is a full-time position with benefits.  Hours are 7AM–3:30PM daily/year-round.  If interested, please email unity@unitychristian.org to request an application. Applications are due by December 21, 2018. 
Revive is currently looking to hire an Assistant Floor Manager. This position requires approximately 15 hours a week, plus one Saturday a month. Preferred schedule would be Mondays 12pm-6pm and Wednesdays 9am-6pm, plus one Saturday per month 9am-4pm. The primary focus of this position would be to assist in the overall operation of the store. This would include helping customers, working with volunteers, and working to fill the store with quality merchandise. The pay starts at $15 per hour. For a complete job description and application, please see the Revive website (www.ReviveReslae.org) or pick one up at Revive. Applications are due to Revive by January 5.
The Hudsonville Christian School 100th Anniversary Commemorative Book is now available.  This is a full-color, 10x10 book of approximately 250 pages that tells the story of HCS in pictures, articles and memories from former students and staff, from our beginnings in 1917 to the celebrations we had last year for our 100th anniversary.  The book is priced at $20.00.  They are available for purchase at both the HCS elementary and middle school offices.  Office hours are from 8AM – 4PM.

Books are also available in Immanuel’s office – please contact a staff person during the week to purchase.
The King’s Choraliers Christmas Concert – Tonight
Celebrate the significance of Christ’s birth through the music of this 30+ voice male chorus.  Our special musical guests will be Hopkins High School Chamber Choir under the direction of Jacob Oaster.  December 9, 2018 at 7:30PM, LaGrave CRC, Grand Rapids, MI
A freewill offering will be received.

12th Avenue CRC Closing Worship Service
December 30, 2018, 9:30AM

Family and friends of 12th Avenue CRC are warmly invited to attend our closing worship service. This Closing Service will celebrate the 64 years of ministry of 12th Avenue Christian Reformed Church. Former organists Dr. Larry Visser and Dr. Chris Dekker will play. Organists Trish Brummel and Idelle Wagner will play together on the congregational hymns. Charter member Esther Rozeveld and Pastor Dan Wolters will share testimonies. Former Pastor Laryn Zoerhof will share a letter of greeting. Pastor Jim Evenhouse will serve as the liturgist. Pastor Mark Bennink will share a message from Jeremiah 29:11 on "God's Plans for Us." A PowerPoint highlighting the story of 12th Avenue Church will be shared. The Choir will sing an anthem. Choir and congregation will close the service with the "Hallelujah Chorus." After the service, family and friends are invited to a church potluck that will be held in the basement fellowship room. We praise the Lord for the blessing and heritage of 12th Avenue Church.
The Voices of Victory will be holding their annual Old Year’s concert on Monday evening, December 31. Please note this year's concert location - the concert will be held at Grandville's First Reformed Church - 3060 Wilson Ave., Grandville, MI 49418 (across the street to the east of the Grandville Public Library). As in previous years, you are invited to come and go as you please at any time between 8 and 11 PM. Refreshments will be served. A freewill offering will be taken for Georgetown Harmony Homes. Join the Voices of Victory and their guests, the Sacred Harmonies quartet, and participate in joyful audience singing throughout the evening!
Love In the Name of Christ Opportunities

· Hector, our warehouse manager, needs a few hands to sort out items that are donated to Love INC. His biggest needs are Monday and Friday mornings from 9am-1pm, especially in the month of December.  Hector brings so much joy to his team and genuinely cares for each person investing their time.  Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127.
· Provide a family with Christmas dinner.  Love INC is looking for turkey and ham donations to prepare for this holiday season. Love INC provides these donations to our families in our Life Skills Program giving them a wonderful Christmas dinner.  Any donations can be brought to our food pantry between now and December 17.  Our address is 3300 Van Buren Street.  Thank you so much for considering!
· Outback Warehouse in the Electronic Department.
If you have a talent of repairing computers, we would love for you to be a part of this ministry. 

*Flexible days and hours

Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127.
· Operations Director for Love INC
Love In the Name of Christ SE Ottawa County & the City of Grandville is seeking a Director of Ministry Operations for our Hudsonville campus.  This vital role provides leadership and oversight to day-to-day operations of the ministry.  Responsible for maintenance of the ministry buildings including two resale stores, grounds and equipment.  Ensures the performance, productivity and efficiency of the ministry through the provision of effective methods and strategies.  Strong volunteer leadership acumen is required.  Come join a growing and dynamic ministry team! 

· Free lunch and a tour of Love INC-December 13
Take a backstage tour of Love INC and learn what we do, how we do it and WHY we do it! Free Lunch and a tour on December 13 from noon to 1pm!
Please reserve your free lunch and spot here! Businesses, Individuals, Families, Youth Groups, Small Groups and Bible Studies all are welcome. No commitment required. Just tons of information about the ministry of Love In the Name of Christ.  Questions? Call 616-662-3300 ext 130.

Memory Loss Support Group
Christmas, and New Years are often times of heightened grief and anxiety for  you and the person in your life who is experiencing any form of dementia, Alzheimer’s, Lewy Body. Come to memory Loss Support Group at Fair Haven Ministries, 2900 Baldwin, December 13, 1:00pm in Room 100. Call 662-2100.This group is open to all without cost to you. You are encouraged to attend. 
Upcoming dates:  Fair Haven Ministries:  December 13, January 10, February 14, March 14
Fair Haven is the second Thursday – 1PM
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