Immanuel Christian Reformed Church
December 14, 2025
WELCOME TO IMMANUEL!
We are glad that you joined us, and we pray that you will encounter God through prayer, worship, and His word.
TODAY
  8:30AM
Prayer – FLC Prayer Room
All are invited!
  9:30AM
The Third Sunday of Advent
Pastor Neil Jasperse

Genesis 44:18a, 30-34

Holy Bible page 43

Figures Foreshadowing Jesus
Judah – The Substitute
Theme:  Judah’s willingness to substitute himself to spare Benjamin from slavery foreshadows Jesus’ willingness to substitute himself to spare us from slavery to sin.
1. The background:  Genesis 37-43

2. The test:  Genesis 44

2.1 The silver cup

2.2 The accusation – by Joseph’s steward

2.3 The confrontation – by Joseph

2.4 The pronouncement – only Benjamin

3. The offer:  in place of the boy – Genesis 44:33

4. The foreshadowing of Jesus

4.1 The kindness

4.2 The resolve – in the garden

4.3 The substitution – Romans 5:8

5. The exhortation for us – 1 John 3:16

6. The conclusion

Offerings:
General Fund & Gateway Mission
10:45AM
Town Hall Meeting

11:45AM
Fellowship Potluck Lunch – FLC 
NURSERY

Today: 


Hillary Hansen, Marianne Postma
Next Sunday:
Lisa Vander Veen, Chloe Den Hartigh
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP

Today:  Lindsey & Maddy Heuker
Children’s Worship will resume on January 11.
THIS WEEK

TUESDAY

DECEMBER 16

  7:00PM


Spanish Church plant meeting

– Adult Ed Room
WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 17
2:30 or 3:45PM

Presidential Estates Food Distribution

· See separate announcement

  6:30PM


Cadets & GEMS – 1st Hudsonville CRC
THURSDAY

DECEMBER 18

6:30-8PM


FLC reserved
SATURDAY

DECEMBER 20
4-9:00PM


FLC reserved
NEXT SUNDAY – DECEMBER 21, 2025
  8:30AM
Prayer – FLC Prayer Room
All are invited!
  9:30AM
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Pastor Neil Jasperse
Exodus 32:1-14, Hebrews 7:25



Figures Foreshadowing Jesus

Moses – The Intercessor
Theme:  Moses foreshadows Jesus, who identifies with us and serves as our intercessor.
Offerings:
General Fund & Short-Term Missions
12-3PM

FLC reserved
PRAYER REQUESTS

Care Facilities:
Freda De Kleine, Virginia Kuipers,
Ruth Roon, Joyce De Weerd,
Bryan Decker
Staff:


Josh Ridder,




Communications & Technology
Missionaries:
Jason & Marcy,




Location undisclosed
Young Adults:
Samuel Thompson, Carter Vander Veen
Military:


Jeremiah Reeves
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Town Hall Meeting – Today

Join us for a town hall meeting at 10:45AM today.
Fellowship Potluck Lunch – Today
Join us for a potluck lunch in the FLC today at 11:15AM.

Last names starting with A-M – (Salad/Dessert)

Last names starting with N-Z – 
(Hot dish)
We also ask that each family take their own place settings; water, lemonade, and coffee will be provided.

Christmas Card Delivery

Christmas cards will be delivered to some of our members.   You may add your cards to the Christmas bags that are on the ledge by the north entrance until Wednesday, December 17, at noon.
Help share some love with the following members this Christmas season:

Freda De Kleine


Virginia Kuipers

George Duimstra


Joyce De Weerd

Bea Meinema


Bunny Bergsma

Elaine Postmus


Bryan Decker

Ruth Roon
Presidential Estates – December 17
We are once again looking forward to another food distribution on Wednesday, December 17, at Presidential Estates.  We are always in need of volunteers to help pass out food and/or be a prayer warrior.  Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to serve Him by serving them.

If you are planning to help, please meet at the clubhouse at 2:30PM for setup or 3:45PM to help pass out food.  Please contact John Dykstra Sr with any questions.
Women’s Bible Study – Begins January 7
A Women’s Bible Study will begin in 2026 and will meet the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 7PM.  The 1st meeting will be January 7. 

We will be studying “Praying the Names of God” by Ann Spangler.  If you would like to join us, please contact Kerrie (616-669-1982) or Fran (616-669-9785).
Transition Team
Our Executive/Transition Team met on November 25.  They discussed key steps before finalizing the launch of a pastor search team.
One step was to appoint a finance task force to size up our capacity moving forward.  Pastor Neil, Lindsey Heuker, and Todd Gaffner will serve on the task force.
A second task force was appointed to list the various churches in Georgetown Township and what each distinctively offers - to discern what niche Immanuel Church may have.  Sherwin Heyboer will head up that task force.
Both will report back to the Executive Team by their next meeting.
Grand Rapids Gold Game – January 11

The Grand Rapids Gold (men’s basketball team) is having a Faith & Family Night on January 11.  A pre-game event is “Worship & Word” at 1:30PM; game following at 3PM.  Tickets are $15/ea.

If you are interested, please contact Immanuel’s church office (office@immanuelcrc.com or 616-669-9725) for more info or reserve tickets.  We will order tickets in a few weeks.
FINANCIAL UPDATES

December 7, 2025
General Fund
$11,777
General Fund Year-to-Date
Received
$138,232
Percentage of Yearly Budget
33.48%
Percentage of Fiscal Year Completed
44.23
Fiscal year – July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026
To fulfill our 2025/26 General Fund budget, 

an average weekly offering of $7,939 is necessary.

Please tithe in faith and as your response to God’s blessings.
Contributions to Immanuel can be made in these ways:
· At our worship services
· Mail a check to the church address

· Auto-giving through your bank
· Giving Center Online
November/December Corners Offering

Love Your Neighbor Transitional Housing
Update:  As of December 1, the deacons have collected $4,028.  Which is 80% of the challenge goal of $5,000.  We only need $1,000 over the next 3-1/2 weeks to reach that goal.  Let’s not stop there!  Let’s see how much we can give beyond that goal.
Please mark your gift with “Love Housing” in the check memo line or envelope.  Gifts may be placed in the Corners Boxes or any offering basket.
Thank you for your gifts!  Immanuel Deacons

“Each of you should give as you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7
REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
The King's Choraliers invite you to celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Savior, by joining them at their annual Christmas concert, "Sing We Now of Christmas” on Sunday, December 14, 2025, at 7:30PM at LaGrave Ave. CRC, 107 LaGrave Ave., in Grand Rapids.
Their guest vocal group will be the South Christian High School Concert Choir.  Additional guest instrumentalists will also be featured, as well as a carol sing.  A free will offering will be received.

New City Kids Christmas Bash 2025
Join us for our New City Kids Christmas BASH at 960 Alpine Ave. NW on December 17, 7PM, or at our newest site, 1261 Lee St, Wyoming, December 16, 7PM.  It promises to be a truly exciting and wonderful celebration of Jesus our Lord!  We will have a hot chocolate and cookie reception after the show.

Get your tickets at www.newcitykids.org/bash2025 
Blood Drive – December 19
First CRC of Hudsonville is hosting a blood drive on Friday, December 19 from 2:30-7PM.  Please prayerfully consider signing up to donate blood and save lives in our local community.  Lots of appointments available!!
Questions or want to sign up? Call or email Christy in the office (616-669-6557; fcrhudsonville@att.net) or go to this site: https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11605498
Voices of Victory invites you for their annual New Year’s Eve concert.  The concert will once again be held at Zion Reformed Church (4457 – 36th St SW, Grandville) beginning at 7PM.  They will be joined for part of the evening by members of the Choral Ambassadors.  You may come & go as you please.

All proceeds from the evening will be donated to Harmony Communities, a Hudsonville/Jenison area organization that provides housing opportunities and promotes Christian community for adults with special needs.
